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To promote the development of  stable and transparent tax frameworks and administrative 

practices, with the aim of  ensuring the elimination of  double taxation, compliance costs 
and any other obstacles to the cross-border economic activity of  EU companies. 

To develop the exchange of  information on national tax regimes and to maintain relations 
with Authorities at the national, EU and international level, in the area of  tax. 

To advise the EU institutions on policy initiatives and their implementation in the area of  
tax. 

To ensure that the needs of  EU tax advisors are addressed in EU tax and policy decisions 
and actions, in an appropriate manner.  

To expand the CFE Fiscal Committee work with the aim of  addressing tax concerns not 
only in EU Countries, but also in non-EU Member States.  

  

2013-2014 

INFLUENCE 
PROMOTE 

and 
DEVELOP 

EXPAND ENSURE 

CFE FC - Mission 
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To cast the CFE “critical-eye” on main tax-related EU Legislation and case laws   

To engage in the development of  the work at the EU Commission level 

To ensure that the CFE business perspective is reflected in the activity carried out at OECD level and to 
engage in active dialogue with BIAC on relevant tax matters, such as transfer pricing, base erosion and 
profit shifting, tax havens, hybrid instruments, etc. 

To strengthen and reinforce co-operation with other European and international professional bodies and 
associations (such as Businesseurope, BIAC, FEE, ICC, IAFEI, Eurocommerce, etc.) by  promoting 
discussions on tax matters 

To continue CFE work in cooperation with PAC in the areas of  aggressive tax planning, tax fraud and tax 
evasion, where discussions are currently held, at different levels 

To contribute to expanding the CFE’s role as an actor/active voice among EU and OECD major Institutions 
and Bodies  

 
To strengthen the CFE as a dedicated forum for tax advisors as well as its role as an active contributor to 
better policies, while ensuring a clear, efficient and stable framework 
 

CFE FC – Mission in Action 



Piergiorgio Valente 

CFE Fiscal Committee (FC) 
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• on EU actions to implement the EU Package to Fight Tax Evasion and Aggressive 
Tax Planning; 

• on double non-taxation cases and possible ways to tackle them, as well as on 
double taxation, considering the measures to be adopted; 

• on any adverse impact of  double taxation cases on European economic 
competitiveness; 

• on coordination of  other initiatives, at EU and international levels, that address 
aspects of  double (non) taxation; 

• on the EU work on aggressive tax planning and its implications for tax advisers; 
• on the work carried out at the EU Platform of  Tax Good Governance and other 

Expert Groups; 
• on the future of  the EU VAT system; 
• […] 

To engage in 
the 

development of  
the work at  the 

EU 
Commission 

level: 

 
• at EU Level: on the EU proposed package to fight tax evasion and aggressive tax 

planning as well as at the EU Platform for Tax Good Governance; 
• at OECD  level: on the measures currently adopted by OECD Member Countries 

to tackle aggressive tax planning and on the different approaches for the 
identification of  aggressive tax planning schemes; 

• in specific projects such as the Model Taxpayer Charter and the Permanent 
International Arbitration Tribunal for Tax Disputes; 

• […] 

To continue 
work with PAC 
in the area of  
aggressive tax 
planning, tax 
fraud and tax 

evasion, where 
discussions are 
currently held 

at different 
levels: 

CFE FC – 2014 Program 
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• at OECD  level: on the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) Project and the 
measures currently adopted by OECD Member Countries to tackle aggressive tax 
planning and on the different approaches for the identification of  aggressive tax 
planning schemes; 
• in the proposed revision of  the provisions of  Chapter VI of  the OECD 
Transfer Pricing Guidelines, and in the proposed revision of  the Annex to 
Chapter VI, containing examples illustrating the application of  the provisions of  
the revised text of  Chapter VI; 
•  in the proposed modifications to the OECD Transfer Pricing Guidelines on 
certain timing issues related to transfer pricing, in connection with the work of  
Working Party No. 6 on intangibles and other projects; 
• in the project to improve administrative aspects of  transfer pricing including a 
review of  techniques that may be implemented by countries to optimize the use 
of  taxpayers’ and tax administrations’ resources; 
• […] 

To ensure that 
the CFE 

perspective is 
reflected in the 
activity carried 
out at OECD 
level of  BEPS 
and transfer 
pricing. In 
particular: 

• at OECD level, on the outcome and developments of  the BEPS Project and its 
consultations; 
• at UN level, with reference to the Transfer Pricing Practical Manual for 
Developing Countries; 
• to continue to promote the CFE opinion at EU level; 
• […] 

To closely 
monitor the 
work done: 

CFE FC – 2014 Program 
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EU 
On the EU-proposed package to fight 

tax evasion and aggressive tax 
planning 

At the EU Platform of Tax Good 
Governance level 

On the future of the EU VAT system 
and FTT 

ensuring that the CFE business 
perspective is reflected in the 
activity carried out at EU level 

OECD 
On the ongoing BEPS Stakeholders’ 

Consultation 

Contribution to the OECD 
Consultation on Voluntary Disclosure 

Follow the developments of the OECD 
Consultation on Transfer Pricing 

Matters 

ensuring that the CFE business 
perspective is reflected in the 

activity carried out at OECD level 

CFE FC/PAC JWG 
On the EU package to fight tax 

evasion and aggressive tax planning 
and the OECD BEPS Project 

Follow-up on the work on 
aggressive tax planning and the 

role of tax advisers 

On the promotion of the Model 
Taxpayer Charter & Permanent 

Arbitration Tribunal 

ensuring that the CFE approach 
to the matters and discussions is 

comprehensive  

Some of the Key Projects/Areas 

To closely monitor the work done 

CFE FC – 2014 –  Key Projects and Areas 
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CFE FC – 2014 – Scheduled Activities 

 
Opinion 

Statement 

•Project – OECD BEPS Action Plan Stakeholders’ Consultation – CFE Comments 
to Selected Actions 
•First draft by: JWG on BEPS 

 
Opinion 

Statement/ 
Position 

 
•Project – Tax Havens Commission Recommendation of 6.12.2012, C(2012) 8805 
final) and MSs’ Questionnaire – Platform of Tax Good Governance 
•First draft by: Piergiorgio Valente  

 

 
Opinion 

Statement 

•Project – OECD Consultation on Voluntary Disclosure 
•First Draft by: Rudolf Reibel and JWG FC/PAC 

 

 
Opinion 

Statement 

 
•Project  ECJ Task Force – Draft opinion statement on exit taxation of companies, taking 

into account, inter alia, the recent cases of Commission/Denmark (C-261/11) and DMC (C-
163/12) 

• First draft by: joint draft by Kelly Stricklin-Coutinho and Alfredo Garcia Prats 
 

 
Opinion 

Statement 

 
 
 
 

•Project ECJ Task Force – Draft opinion statement on the recent developments in the area 
of cross-border loss utilization, taking into account, inter alia, cases K (C-322/11), SCA Group 
Holding et al (C-39/13 et al), Nordea Bank Danmark (C-48/13), and Commission/UK (pending 
as C-172/13) 

•  First draft by: Isabelle Richelle and Georg Kofler 
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CFE FC – 2014– Main  Activities Carried Out 

Fiscal Committee 
Jan – Sep 2014 

Summary of the Main Activities Carried Out 
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CFE FC – 2014 – Main  Activities Carried Out 

 Opinion Statements 

 Joint Projects and Activities 

Technical Questionnaires 

Conferences and Meetings 

Participation to the EU Platform for Tax Good 
Governance and other EU Expert Groups 

Articles 

Other Activities 

Opinion 
Statements 

CFE TAX 
TOP 5  

JWG 
Initiatives 

CFE Tax 
Forum 
2014 

Platform 
for Tax 
Good 

Governance 

Technical 
Questionnaires 

Fiscal Committee 
Jan – Sep 2014 

Summary of the Main Activities Carried Out 
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CFE FC – 2014 – Summary Activities: Overview 

8% 8% 

15% 

8% 

15% 15% 

15% 
8% 8% 

Conferences 

January February March April
May June July September
October November December

Opinion
Statements

Technical
Questionnaires

Conferences (as
main Speaker)*

CFE Tax Top 5

14 

3 

14 

34 

2014 
Jan - Sep 

12 OPINION Statements prepared by the 
FC Committee and 2 OPINION Statements 

prepared by the FC ECJ Task force * For other Conferences and Masters, please see: 
http://www.gebpartners.it/eng/events.html 
  

Jan. 2014 – Launch of CFE Tax Top 5 
June 2014 – Inclusion of PAC news/updates within the 
weekly releases 
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CFE FC – 2014 – FC Opinion Statements (1)  

•Opinion statement on the technical changes to be 
included in the next update to the OECD Model Tax 
Convention                           
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3561 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
1/2014 on changes to the 
OECD Model Convention 

(January 2014) 

•This is an opinion statement on the OECD "Discussion 
Draft on Transfer Pricing Documentation and Country by 
Country Reporting". This statement was prepared by  the 
CFE                                                                
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3571 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
2/2014 on Transfer Pricing 

Documentation and Country by 
Country Reporting  

(March 2014)  

•Opinion statement on the Recommendation C(2012)8806 
on aggressive tax planning, an EU GAAR and double-non 
taxation                   
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3573 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
3/2014 on aggressive tax 
planning, an EU GAAR and 

double-non taxation  
(March 2014) 

•This is an opinion statement on VAT legislation on public 
bodies and tax exemptions in the public interest. This 
statement was prepared by the Fiscal Committee of the 
CFE                                                                     
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3667 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
4/2014 on VAT public bodies 

and public interest exemptions 
(April 2014) 

FC Op. Statements 

https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3561
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3561
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3561
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3571
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3571
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3571
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3573
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3573
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3573
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3667
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3667
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3667
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CFE FC – 2014 – FC Opinion Statements (2)  

•This is an opinion statement on the OECD Discussion 
Draft: preventing the granting of treaty benefits in 
inappropriate circumstances (BEPS Action 6). This 
statement was prepared by the Fiscal Committee of the 
CFE                     
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3668  

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
5/2014 on Tax Treaty Abuse 

(BEPS Action 6) 
(April 2014) 

•This is an opinion statement on the VAT exemption for 
independent groups of persons (also known as the cost-
sharing exemption). This statement was prepared by the 
Fiscal Committee of the CFE                 
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3669 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
6/2014 on the VAT cost-

sharing exemption  
(April 2014) 

 
•This is an opinion statement on the OECD Discussion 

Draft: addresses the tax challenges of the digital 
economy (BEPS Action 1). This statement was prepared 
by the Fiscal Committee of the CFE                                                   
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3671 
 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
7/2014 on the Tax Challenges 
of the Digital Economy (BEPS 

Action 1)  
(April 2014) 

 
•This is an opinion statement on the proposal for a 

common standard VAT return. This statement was 
prepared by the Fiscal Committee of the CFE 
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3672 
 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
8/2014 on the proposal for a 
common standard VAT return 

(April 2014)   

FC Op. Statements 

https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3668
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3668
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3668
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3669
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3669
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3669
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3671
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3671
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3671
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3672
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3672
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3672
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CFE FC – 2014 – FC Opinion Statements (3)  

 
•This is an opinion statement on the two OECD 

discussion drafts: neutralize the effects of hybrid 
mismatch arrangements (BEPS Action 2). This statement 
was prepared by the Fiscal Committee of the CFE  
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3676 
 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
9/2014 on hybrid mismatch 

arrangements (BEPS Action 2) 
(May 2014) 

•This is an opinion statement on the proposal 
COM(2013)814 for a revised Parent-Subsidiary Directive. 
This statement was prepared by the Fiscal Committee of 
the CFE                     
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3678 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
10/2014 on the proposal for a 

revised Parent-Subsidiary 
Directive 

(May 2014) 
 

•This Opinion Statement was prepared jointly by the FC 
and PAC Committees of the CFE and sent to the 
European Commission, the European Parliament and 
the EU Council on the occasion of the European 
elections in May 2014                                                
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3679 
 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 
11/2014 and PAC 2/2014, 

European tax advisers´ 
priorities in EU policy 2014-

2019  
(May 2014) 

 
•This is an opinion statement on cross-border inheritance 

tax problems within the EU. This statement was 
prepared by the Fiscal Committee of the CFE 
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3696 
 

CFE Opinion Statement FC 12-
2014 on cross-border 

inheritance tax problems 
within the EU 

(July 2014)   

FC Op. Statements 

https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3676
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3676
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3676
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3678
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3678
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3678
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3679
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3679
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3679
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3696
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3696
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3696


Piergiorgio Valente 

 
 

•Opinion statement on the decision of the European 
Court of Justice in case C-617/10, Åkerberg Fransson, 
concerning ne bis in idem in tax law           
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3569 
 
 

CFE Opinion Statement  
ECJ TF 1/2014 on the case 

Akerberg Fransson  
(February 2014) 

 
•Opinion statement on the decision of the European 

Court of Justice in case C-276/12, Sabou, concerning 
taxpayer’s rights in case of exchange of information upon 
request https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3673 
 

CFE Opinion Statement  
ECJ TF 2/2014 on the case 

Sabou 
(April 2014) 

ECJ Task Force 

Scheduled Activities 
 

• September 2014 – Draft opinion statement on exit taxation of companies, taking into account, inter 
alia, the recent cases of Commission/Denmark (C-261/11) and DMC (C-163/12 - Joint draft by Kelly 
Stricklin-Coutinho and Alfredo Garcia Prats). 

• November 2014 – Draft opinion statement on the recent developments in the area of cross-border 
loss utilization, taking into account, inter alia, cases K (C-322/11), SCA Group Holding et al (C-39/13 
et al), Nordea Bank Danmark (C-48/13), and Commission/UK (pending as C-172/13) – Joint draft by 
Isabelle Richelle and Georg Kofler. 

• November 2014/January 2015 – The group will continue to follow the pending and recently 
decided cases, e.g., in Sopara (C-512/13), concerning deduction of business expenses, and Verest 
and Gerards (C-489/13), concerning the different valuation of domestic and foreign real estate, to 
determine if these cases warrant opinion statements. 

CFE FC – 2014 – FC/ECJ  Task Force Op. Stat. (4) 

https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3569
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3569
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3569
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3673
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3673
https://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3673
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CFE FC – 2014 – FC  Activities 

Opinion 
Statements 

CFE TAX 
TOP 5  

JWG 
Initiatives 

CFE Tax 
Forum 
2014 

Platform of 
Tax Good 

Governance 

Technical 
Questionnaires 

CFE Tax Top 5 
Jan. 2014 – Launch of CFE Tax Top 5 
June 2014 – Inclusion of PAC news/updates 
within the weekly releases 

CFE Tax Forum 2014 
Preparation and promotion of the CFE Forum 
2014; contributions for the CFE Forum Book 
received 

Technical Questionnaires  
 
Jan. 2014 – Release of the updated CFE Survey 
on anti-abuse rules and aggressive tax planning  
June 2014 – Release of the updated/expanded 
CFE TP Questionnaire 2013 – 2014 (new 
questions on TP documentation & new chapter 9 
on Benchmark assessment) http://www.cfe-
eutax.org/node/3693 
Sep. 2014 – CFE questionnaire on Non-
Cooperative Jurisdictions in EU MSs  

 
  

http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3693
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3693
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3693
http://www.cfe-eutax.org/node/3693
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CFE FC – 2014 – In Detail: JWG FC/PAC (1) 

At EU Level: on the EU 
proposed package to fight 
tax evasion and aggressive 

tax planning: 

• Analysis and contributions to 
the following projects: 
•  Preparation of the EU 

Platform for Tax Good 
Governance Meetings and 
related Platform Technical 
documents; 

•  EU Taxpayers’ Code – 
Promotion of the Taxpayer 
Model within the Platform  

• Promotion of the Permanent 
Arbitration Tribunal for Tax 
Disputes (meeting with Mr. 
Zourek (EU)/Platform) 

• Preparation of the the 
European Tax Advisers´ 
priorities in EU policy: Goals 
for the next 5 years  

•  […] 
 
 

At OECD level: on the Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting 
(BEPS) Project and other 
ongoing consultations 

• Analysis and contributions to 
the following projects: 
•  Ongoing OECD BEPS Project 

Consultations and related 
developments; 

• Preparation of an Op. 
Statement on the OECD 
Consultation on Voluntary 
Disclosure; 

•  Focus on the OECD BEPS 
Action 12  (disclosure of 
aggressive tax planning) 
consultation  

• […] 

Other Initiatives 

• Preparation of the PAC 
Conference 2014 (Paris) 

• Technical support to the 
work/activity of the CFE 
representatives at the EU 
Expert Groups such as: 
• Expert group on removing tax 

problems facing individuals 
who are active across borders 
within the EU [Members: 
Volker Heydt, Isabelle Richelle] 

• Application to the Expert 
Group on Automatic Exchange 
of Financial Account 
Information (CFE 
Representatives: Dick 
Barmentlo and Gary Ashford) 

• […] 

2014 
Overview of the Main Joint Projects and Activities (Jan – Sep) 

JOINT 
WORKING 

GROUP 
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 Joint Working Group 

(Detail of Jan – Sep 
Activities) 

• At the EU Level: on the EU proposed package to fight tax evasion and aggressive tax planning: 
•Analysis and Study of the Following Projects: 

• Contribution to the EU Tax Havens Paper - Commission Recommendation of 6.12.2012, C(2012) 8805 final, regarding 
measures intended to encourage third countries to apply minimum standards of good governance in tax matters as well 
as to the Questionnaire to be submitted to MSs (expanded version proposed by the CFE) 
• Project - EU GAAR (Recommendation C(2012)8806 of 6 December 2012 and the amendments to the Parent-
Subsidiary, I&R and Merger Directive)  
• Double non taxation: Recommendation C/2012/8806 and possible amendments of EU Directives/hybrid loans 
• EU Taxpayers’ Code – Promotion of the Taxpayer Model Within the Platform  
• Proposal to establish a Permanent Arbitration Tribunal for International tax disputes in the Hague – Analysis and 
Study 
• Update of the Survey on Anti-abuse Rules among the Members 

 

• At the OECD  level: on the measures currently adopted by OECD Member Countries to tackle aggressive tax 
planning and on the different approaches for the identification of aggressive tax planning schemes (BEPS Project) 
•Analysis and Study of the Following Projects: 

• OECD BEPS Action Plan Stakeholders’ Consultation – CFE Comments to Selected Actions 
• OECD Voluntary Disclosure Consultation – Preparation of CFE Opinion Statement on the topic 
• Focus on OECD BEPS Action 12 (Disclosure of Aggressive Tax Planning) and BEPS Action 14 (Make dispute resolution 
mechanisms more effective) 

 

•C) Other Initiatives: 
•PAC Conference Paris  

• Support on the organization and preparation of the PAC Conference in Paris 
• Technical support to the CFE Representatives representing CFE in  EU Expert Groups 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CFE FC – 2014 – In Detail: JWG FC/PAC (2) 
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CFE FC – Tax Forum 2014 (Evaluation) 

Per category:   
(Except Board Members, staff, guests, sponsors & speakers) 

Paying and Non Paying: 
 

Per Country and Paying / Non-Paying: 
(Except Board Members, staff, guests, sponsors and speakers) 
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January 

•31.01.2014 
– (Italy) 
Business 
International
ization: 
Opportunities 
and Critical 
Elements for 
Professionals 

February 

•20.02.2014 
– (Italy) For 
Europe: 
Proposals 
for the 
European 
Semester of 
European 
Presidency 

March 

•06.03.2014 
– (Italy)  
2014 Forum 
on Italian 
Companies’ 
Financial 
Statements 

•27.03.2014 
– (Brussels) 
CFE Tax 
Forum 

April 

•14.04.2014 
– (Italy) 
Round 
Table: 
Single 
Market, 
Digital 
Economy 
and Tax 
Challenges 
 

CFE FC – 2014 – Main Conferences (Jan/Sep) 

May 

• 07.05.2014 – 
(Italy) The P.E. 
(Art. 162-164 
TUIR): frequent 
claims 
•14.05.2014 – 
BEPS, Bocconi 
University 
• 21.05.2014 – 
(Italy) 
Introduction to 
International 
Tax: Principles 
and Operational 
Tools 

June 

• 20.06.2014 – 
(Portugal) 
GREIT Lisbon 
Summer 
Course on 
“Tax Good 
Governance 
and the BEPS 
Action Plan”, 
27.06.2014 - 
Advanced TP 
Course, 
Maastricht 
Univ. 

July 

• 21.07.2014 
(Italy) 
International Tax 
Law - Ordine 
Forense di 
Torino/Centro di 
Diritto Penale 
Tributario 
Seminar 
• 25.07.2014 –
(Italy) 
International Tax 
Course organized 
by Odcec Verona 
 

September 

•24.09.2014 
– (Italy)Tax 
Governance 
and 
Transfer 
Prices: 
Recent 
Developments 
 

Upcoming Months:  
New conferences scheduled 
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CFE FC – 2014 –  Platform of Tax Good Governance (1)  

Mission 
 

• The Platform for Tax Good Governance will allow for 
a dialogue in the field of good governance in tax 
matters and several other related areas (cross-border 
taxation, including aggressive tax planning, double 
taxation and double non-taxation) in which the 
interests of all stakeholders need to be heard.  

• It will provide the opportunity for an exchange of 
views and ideas to assist the Commission in the 
preparation of its Report on the Recommendations 
(C(2012) 8806 final and 8805 final) and in its on-
going work on aggressive tax planning and good 
governance in tax matters. 
 

Task 
 

• Assist the Commission in the preparation of 
legislation or in policy definition 

 
• Piergiorgio Valente  
• Stella Raventos  

 
•Next Meeting: October 

16, 2014 (t.b.c.) 
 

CFE 
Representatives 
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CFE FC – 2014 –  Platform for Tax Good Governance (2)  

• February Meeting 
•Discussion Papers: 
• DOC: Platform/006/2014/EN Discussion Paper on the Recommendation on Aggressive Tax 

Planning -  C(2012) 8806 
• DOC: Platform/005/2014/EN Discussion Paper On The Follow-up Of The Commission 

Recommendation Regarding Measures Intended To Encourage Third Countries To Apply 
Minimum Standards Of Good Governance In Tax Matters - C(2012) 8805 

• CFE main positions/actions at the meeting 
• The CFE project on the International Arbitration Tribunal for tax disputes has been 

presented 
• Country-by-Country reporting has been addressed and the CFE has expressed its opinion  
• The CFE Model Taxpayer Charter has been preliminary discussed  
 

• June Meeting 
•Discussion Papers: 
• DOC: Platform/007/2014/EN) – Discussion Paper on possible outputs of the 

Recommendation on aggressive tax planning 
• DOC: Platform/8/2014/EN on Recommendation C(2012)8805 CFE main positions/actions 

at the meeting 
• Follow-up on the previous meeting discussions 
• The CFE suggested to expand the questionnaire on tax havens for Member States  
• The CFE presented the Permanent Arbitration Tribunal to Platform Members 
• The CFE presented the Taxpayer Charter to Platform Members 

 
Platform for Tax Good Governance – Report of 2014 
Activities (Jan – Sep) 
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CFE FC – 2014 –  Working Groups and Expert Groups (1) 

• Dick Barmentlo  
• Piergiorgio Valente  
• Stella Raventos  
• Petra Pospisìlova 
• Ian Hayes  
• Wim Gohres 
• Philippe Vanclooster  
• Gary Ashford 
• Rudolf Reibel  

FC/PAC JWG 

•Geraldine Schembri 
•Dick Hofland 
• Jos Goubert 
• Ian Young 
•Piergiorgio Valente 
•Stella Raventos 
•Brendan Crowley 
•Rudolf Reibel  

Working 
Group on 
BEPS 

•Volker Heydt 
• Isabelle Richelle 

 
 

•First Meeting:  
September 9, 2014 

Expert Group on 
removing tax 
problems facing 
individuals 

•Dick Barmentlo 
•Gary Ashford 

 
 

•Application submitted: 
August 8, 2014 

 

Expert Group on 
Automatic 
Exchange of 
Financial Account 
Information        

• Petra Pospisìlova 
• Jeremy Woolf 

 
• Extension of the mandate 

was requested in July 
(deadline for submitting 
applications extended 
until Sep. 12, 2014) 

EU VAT Expert 
Group  
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CFE FC – 2014 –  Expert Group on removing tax  
problems facing individuals (2) 

Mission 
• Reinforcing the Single Market for citizens - launch of an Expert Group to 

help the Commission services define best practices to avoid or reduce 
cross-border tax problems facing citizens and thus improve the 
functioning of the Internal Market. Focus will be on: personal income 
taxation and inheritance taxation. However, if need be, the group may also 
look at other taxes that affect the mobility of persons, such as the taxation 
of vehicles and the taxation of e-commerce 
 
 Membership 

• The list of experts that have been appointed for a mandate starting 
on June 12, 2014 and ending on December 31, 2014 may be found in 
the Register of Commission Experts Groups 

 

Last Meeting 
• September 9, 2014 
 

Report of the Last Meeting 
 

• It was agreed to nominate two rapporteurs: 
• Cross-border problems in general:  Pasquale Pistone, European 

Association of Tax Law Professors (EATLP), Gerard Meussen, Radboud 
Univ. Nijmegen 

• Inheritance taxes: Timothy Lyons, Society of Trust and Estate 
Practitioners (STEP), Nathalie Weber-Frisch, AS-Avocats 

• The Chair welcomed the suggestion made by the CFE representative to 
inform the Commission of past or pending legal proceedings on obstacles to 
be tackled by the group. Such information should indicate the judicial body 
and the case reference as well as a reference to a publication, if applicable 
  
 

 
• Volker Heydt 
• Isabelle Richelle 

 
• Next Meeting:  

October 31, 2014 
 

 
Expert Group on 
removing tax 
problems facing 
individuals 

Algirdas Šemeta, said: “The 
strength of the European 
Union relies on people being 
able to move freely within the 
Single Market to work, study 
and retire. It is essential that 
everyone is tax compliant, but 
tax compliance must be made 
easy too. This needs particular 
attention in cross-border 
situations, where double 
taxation must be eliminated” 
(See: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-
release_IP-14-416_en.htm) 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3041&NewSearch=1&NewSearch=1
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CFE FC – 2014 –  EU VAT Forum 

 
• Ian Hayes 
• Christian Amand 

 
• Last Meeting: June 24, 

2014 
 

CFE 
Representatives 

EU VAT forum 
• By Commission Decision 2012/C198/05, 3 July 2012 (OJ C 198 of 6 

July 2012) the Commission has set up the EU VAT Forum 

Membership 
• 15 Organisations representing business and tax practitioners and 

representative of the Member State have been appointed for a three 
year mandate starting on 1 October 2012 

•  Members’ mandate: 3 years 
  

Mandate 
• To improve the relationship between Business and tax authorities in 

order to create conditions for a smoother functioning of the 
present VAT system in the EU, reducing costs and administrative 
burden on both sides.  

VAT Forum Sub-groups 
• CBR: Cross Border Ruling pilot case 
• TABECFAF: Tax Authorities and Business - Enhanced Cooperation – 

Fight Against Fraud 
• [One former sub-group: Proof of supply in intra-Community 

transactions] 

Last Meeting 
• Items discussed: Report on the activities of the EU VAT forum sub-

group on cross-border rulings;  mediation services in the field of VAT; 
update on the activities of the sub-group on enhanced relationship 
between tax authorities and business and fight against tax fraud 
(TABECFAF) 



Piergiorgio Valente 

CFE FC – 2014 –  Horizon 2020 

Horizon 2020  
• “Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme ever 

with nearly €80 billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in 
addition to the private investment that this money will attract. It promises more 
breakthroughs, discoveries and world-firsts by taking great ideas from the lab 
to the market” (Source: http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/what-horizon-2020) 

CFE cooperation with IBFD 
• IBFD prepared a proposal for a research project on fair and sustainable 

taxation in the EU and the need of an increase in fiscal coordination 
within the EU, named “The Impact of Legal and Economic Globalization on 
the Coordination of Fiscal and Tax Policies in the European Union”. 

• Details of the Project: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities
/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html 

• This project will be carried out within the framework of the HORIZON 2020 
programme of the EU Commission, by a Consortium of 13 leading 
European research institutions, such as IBFD, University of  Aarhus, 
University of Alicante, University of Amsterdam (UvA), University of Brno 
(Mendel Univ.), University of Budapest (Corvinus), University of Chieti-
Pescara , Catholic University of Louvain, University of Lund, University of 
Maastricht, CEU University (in particular San Pablo), University of Salerno, 
University of Vienna for Business and Economics (WU). 

•  IBFD will act as the project’s coordinator. 
• As part of the implementation of the project, a Stakeholders Board (i.e. 

forum of experts and persons representing interested categories) will be 
established in order to: (a)  give periodical inputs to the partners of the 
Consortium and feedbacks on the way the project is proceeding, and  (b) 
guarantee that the goals pursued by the project are attained more efficiently 
and effectively. 

• The CFE has been invited to be represented in the Stakeholders Board. 
• The project is pending approval; if approved, the Stakeholders Board would 

be assembled as from mid-2015 at the earliest.   

- The research project 
is not technically a 
Commission working 
group and the Fiscal 
Committee is not 
involved yet 

 
• Henk Koller 

 

CFE 
Representatives 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/2077-euro-1-2014.html
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ANNEX 1 – Main Conferences Jan – Sep 2014  
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